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NATIONAL POLICY ON INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSONS NOW !  

On the 15th day of October, 2018 at Bolton 

White Hotel, Abuja, the Civil Society Or-

ganzation Network on Migration and De-

velopment (CSOnetMADE) in collabora-

tion with Civil Legislative Advocacy Cen-

tre (CISLAC) radiated beams of hope like 

the morning sun in the hearts of the 3.3 

million Internally Displaced Persons in Ni-

geria by organizing a one-day round table 

Strategic Advocacy meeting towards the 

adoption of the National Policy on IDPs 

with the theme: An Imperative for IDPs 

National Policy Now !!!  

The meeting was attended by over 40 per-

sons which include various Civil Societies in 

Abuja who gathered to lend their voices to 

the voiceless IDPs. In attendance also were 

members of the press from different net-

work stations and newspapers. The victims 

of the delayed National Policy were not left 

out too as the IDPs were aptly represented 

by 5 representatives which included 2 chair-

men, 2 women leaders and a secretary.  

 The effort towards a National Policy on 

IDPs began in 2006, while the current 

draft waiting for adoption was completed 

since 2012.  

In recent times, there have been series of 

forced displacement as a result of ethnic, 

religious, economic and boundary con-

flicts, man-made and natural disasters. 

The rise in the number of IDPs, the poor 

and ineffective response to the root causes 

of internal displacement and the non-

adoption of the National Policy on IDPs 

gave rise to this stakeholders meeting.  

Stakeholders deliberating at the meeting 
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The Senior Program Manager of CISLAC, Mr. 

Okeke Anya in his report however noted that 

the policy is supposed to be a 5-year Policy to 

have been reviewed in 2015, and now this is 

2018, the Policy is still in the adoption stage. 

The issue of IDPs is an issue that bothers on 

human being as there is no IDP as an ethnic 

group or a bloc.  

Mr. Tunde Salmon of Good Governance pos-

ited that since the last 10 years, the policy has 

not been adopted. Once the policy is adopted, 

the implementation process will be tied to a 

particular agency. In the forth coming elec-

tions, where and how will IDPs exercise their 

rights to vote?  

Emeka Xris Obiezu of CSOnetMADE high-

lighted that the issues of IDPs are many, re-

quiring many actors and co-ordination. Pro-

tection and durable solution are the key com-

ponents of response to the IDPs. These can-

not be achieved by emergency handling 

agencies. Rather they are the legitimate man-

date and responsibility of the competent 

agency, namely the National Commission for 

Refugees, Migrants and Internally Displaced 

Persons as contained in the Presidential Di-

rectives of 2009, creating the commission.  

The IDP representatives used the opportunity 

to cry out to the government to come to their 

rescue as so many of them need to go back to 

their homes. They are faced with many chal-

lenges in the camp such as lack of education, 

no health facilities, and inadequate shelter. 

More so, they do not know who is coordinating 

the IDPs. They have been displaced since Au-

gust 2014 because of the insurgency in Borno 

State. As a result of this displacement, there are 

38,000 IDPs from the North East in over 32 

camps in Abuja.  

 

The women representative of the IDPs, Liyatu Ayuba narrated their ordeal in tears. 

She has witnessed too many maternal mortality in camp as she is the only person that 

takes care of delivery of babies in the camp. Their children are always sick with worms 

coming out of their bodies and all of the women in the camp have toilet infection be-

cause there is no toilet in camp.  
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THESE ARE OUR FELLOW NIGERIANS WHO HAVE FOUND THEMSELVES IN AN 

UNFORTUNATE SITUATION...IT COULD HAPPEN TO ANYBODY  

This National Policy is a government policy. We do not know what is delaying the adop-

tion of this policy but we know no bureaucracy or kindred issues is worth more than the 

life and wellbeing of one Nigerian and here we are dealing with 3.3m victims, our fellow 

Nigerians. As Civil Societies, we stand with One Voice to ensure the adoption and Imple-

mentation. Nobody was born to be an IDP, it is an unfortunate situation that could hap-

pen to anybody. The National Policy is a priority for us as a Nation.  

The media is therefore tasked to take it up and pose questions to the right authorities. 

The news should be spread fast to ensure the policy is adopted immediately.  

 

Cross section of participants  

 

For more information on Migration related issues and 

CSOnetMADE,  like our page on facebook.  

Facebook: CSOnetMADE  

Twitter: CSOnetMADE  

Website: www.csomigrationnetwork.org  

Email:  info@csomigration.org 


